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The Friends of the Pentlands is a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (SC035514) which exists:

l To protect and enhance the natural beauty and upland character  
 of the Pentland Hills, its waters and surrounding countryside
l To protect and enhance the cultural heritage and public amenities  
 of the area
l To promote the quality of life of those who live and work here
l To carry out environmental projects that enhance public access   
 and biodiversity
l To encourage high standards of design in new works undertaken  
 in the area
l To provide an annual programme of activities including 
 walks, talks, etc.
l To promote appropriate planning policies
l To stimulate public involvement by means of publications, 
 exhibitions, appeals, etc.
l To co-operate with other bodies active in the area

For more information see our website at www.pentlandfriends.org.uk
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Inside the Review you’ll find details of significant improvements to the Harlaw Visitor 
Centre wildlife garden funded by Tesco Bags of Help, their local community grant 
scheme.  There have been various initiatives to improve paths such as the track 
near Mid-Crosswood in the SW Pentlands, where the materials were funded by the 
James Thin Charitable Trust.   This has been in addition to ‘business as usual’ in the 
form of Access for All, litter-picking and gardening.  One result of all this activity is 
that we have a growing list of maintenance items, and growing is literally the word 
when it comes to trees as we now have six arboreta and an orchard under our care!

Mention of trees leads me to our latest book.  We found time to publish the Friends’ 
third book, Wildwood Legacy: what our native trees did for us, at the start of 2017.   
We are most grateful to founder member Martyn Baguley for authoring this delightful 
book, and thank you to all those who have supported the Friends by buying a copy.  
All profits from the sale of the book will be used for charitable purposes.  Also on the 
publishing side, our calendar continues to sell well and raise valuable funds too.

We continue to work alongside a number of organisations such as the Balerno 
Ramblers, Scottish Widows, Braidburn Special School, Woodlands Special School, 
Dean Park Primary School (Balerno) and also the City of Edinburgh Council Natural 
Heritage Service/Pentland Hills Regional Park.  The support of the MOD and various 
landowners has also been much appreciated.  We are fortunate to have so many 
parties and individuals supporting and encouraging our efforts.

2017 saw another varied members’ programme too.  We enjoyed talks by David Le 
Sueur, Deacon Convener of Trades of Edinburgh in March, fellow member David 
Syme at the well-supported AGM and author Kellan McInnes in November.  Several 
walks were enjoyed, although some in less than favourable weather!   As always our 
tea and cake events at Harlaw Visitor Centre were greatly enjoyed and they have the 
benefit too of raising important funds for the Friends

None of the activities mentioned above could have taken place without the hard 
work, a lot of it unseen, by your board of trustees, team leaders and of course a 
redoubtable and hardy team of volunteers.   I must also say a special thanks to 
the Secretary, John Stirling, in connection with the Harlaw wildlife garden over the 
past 12 months. From securing grant funding through to practical completion of 
the works John’s tireless efforts have been commendable and reflect so well on the 
Friends.

I do hope you find this Review an informative and enjoyable read and thanks again 
to Dennis Smith who has done another splendid job in bringing it altogether. As we 
look forward to another busy year I would like to take the opportunity to send best 
wishes for 2018.

I’m delighted to let you know that 2017 
has been a most productive year for the 
Friends involving many different projects and 
activities, some large and some not so large.  

Chair’s Foreword
John Surtees
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Esmee Yuille
John Surtees

It was with great sadness 
that we learnt that Esmee 
Yuille had passed away, 
after a short illness, at the 
beginning of December.

Esmee joined the board of 
the Friends in 2013 and was 
the holder of several job titles: 
Events Organiser, Minutes 
Secretary, Access for All and 
gardening team leader.  Perhaps 
it will be for Access for All and as 
gardening team leader that she will be 
best remembered.  

Access for All involved an exceptionally busy time for Esmee each 
May. The event became quite a fixture in our programme and was 
much liked both by participants and the many volunteers who came 
along from the Friends – all helped along by Esmee’s good humour 
and attention to detail.

As most members will know, Harlaw Visitor Centre’s wildlife garden 
has played an important part in the life of the Friends over many 
years.  Esmee, as a very keen gardener, was just the person to take 
charge of the Friends’ care of the garden a couple of years ago.  
It continued to flourish under her thoughtful guidance and she was 
to be seen every fortnight from spring to autumn marshalling and 
encouraging her green-fingered team.

Esmee’s contribution to the success of the Friends in recent years 
has been significant.  Her kindness and willingness to help all she 
came across will be long remembered.

Our thoughts are with Esmee’s husband George and their family at 
this sad time.
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Treasurer’s report
Malcolm Patrick

At the end of another year I can report that our funds at 
31st December stand at £18,816 showing a surplus for the year 
of £2,583.  Whilst this may appear to be a rather excessive balance, 
it must be borne in mind that some £7,400 is ring-fenced for use on 
specific projects where the expenditure has not yet been incurred. 
This leaves us with an unrestricted fund of £11,461 which is in line 
with our projections.

Our membership income including Gift Aid is very slightly down on 
last year while our Tea and Cakes days raised £1,348, almost as 
good as last year’s figure of £1,538. 

Sales of The Pentland Way: A Walk with History book have gone 
extremely well with total sales to date of £5,239 against a production 
cost of £2,812.  Our new book Wildwood Legacy by Martyn Baguley 
has sales this year of £1,971 against a cost of production of £3,369, 
so we are well over half way to recouping our costs. 

Our calendars have sold out this year with income received during 
the year of £2,823 against a cost of £1,007.

Our administration costs show an increase but this includes the one-
off cost of repairs to the mobility scooter which the charity now owns, 
which will save us the cost of hiring a scooter in future. 

I am therefore pleased to report that our finances are in good shape 
and that we can look forward to another busy and successful year.
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Membership Secretary’s report
Rod Greenwell

This is the sixth Membership Report for Friends of the Pentlands 
under its new charitable status constitution.

Over the last few years the members of the Friends of the Pentlands 
have remained faithful to the themes generated and perpetuated by 
the Board. The membership over that last five years is shown below.

Membership  October  October  October  October  October
Grade 2013 2014  2015  2016 2017

Individual Life 43 48 53 56   58
Joint Life 34 46 44 48  48
Individual 119 113 105 107 107
Joint 172 168 174 162 172
TOTALS 368 375 376 373 385

Friends of the Pentlands also has seven Group and six Corporate 
members.

I am pleased to report that Friends of the Pentlands has slightly 
increased its membership to over 380 members this year to the end 
of October 2017. Several members failed to renew their membership 
in June this year but the organisation received an equivalent number 
of new applications through their presence at ‘Balerno Gala Day’ and 
other shows. Other new applicants have used the subscription form 
included in the Annual Review.

The Friends are always pleased to welcome new corporate groups 
who join to participate in team-building and group activities that 
contribute to our project works in the Pentland Hills.
 
This year the Friends have had to update their Data Protection 
arrangements and I wish to thank members for promptly returning 
their data compliance forms to me.  This has been an expensive task 
both in financial terms and in the extra volunteer hours needed.
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Work parties
Hamish Clark

2107 volunteer hours

In 2017 we undertook three major projects – two planned and one 
unexpected – as well as regular ongoing maintenance work.  We 
were glad to welcome several new volunteers to our work parties.

The first project was the completion of the 
developments and improvements at Harlaw, funded 
by the grant awarded from the Tesco Bags of Help 
scheme in 2016.  Volunteers worked on preparing 
areas for a wildflower meadow and heritage apple 
orchard, building a stone planter (assisted by 
members of the Dry Stone Walling Association) 
accessible for local pupils in wheelchairs, installing 
cabling and cameras to transmit images from 
the bird-box and garden pond into Harlaw Visitor 
Centre, rebuilding compost bays and installing 
interpretation panels and a ‘talking post’ in the 
wildlife garden.

Thanks to a grant from the James Thin Trust and the 
co-operation of the landowner, the second project 
involved upgrading the Mid-Crosswood section of 
a longstanding path across the western Pentlands 
to Garvald.  We replaced a couple of decrepit stiles 
with kissing gates, repaired and extended wooden 
boardwalks and replaced guide posts.

Inspection of the boardwalk above Fulford on the path linking Boghall 
and Castlelaw revealed numerous rotten posts and beams which 
posed an impending risk to users.  So it was decided to replace the 
entire twelve metres through a project in the late autumn.  Thanks 
to an excellent response from volunteers and a spell of Indian 
summer weather the new boardwalk was completed during three full 
workdays in October.

These projects took place alongside the substantial amount of 
essential work of clearing drains, repairing paths, ‘beating-up’ 
recently planted trees and hedges, scything grass, lopping back 
overgrowth on paths and much more.
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Volunteer support from 
Balerno Ramblers and Scottish Widows
Hamish Clark

Volunteers from Balerno Ramblers and Scottish Widows again 
contributed to our work programme.

For the sixth year members of Balerno Ramblers joined one of the 
Friends’ workdays each month, putting in a total of 91 hours work 
on a variety of tasks.  They helped on several occasions with the 
Tesco-funded improvements at Harlaw, undertook path maintenance 
(Kirk Burn, Phantom’s Cleuch and Crosswood) and path clearing 
(Silverburn), planted trees at Bonaly and put in fence posts to 
exclude pigs from the Harperrigg arboretum.

Five workdays were organised with 37 volunteers 
from Scottish Widows who contributed a total 
of 245 hours’ work.  On three of these days 
they repaired and extended wooden walkways, 
installed a kissing gate and replaced or 
refurbished guide posts at the Crosswood end 
of the route across the Pentlands.  Another day 
was devoted to rebuilding and refilling three 
compost bays in the Harlaw wildlife garden.  On 
the fifth day the volunteers (in the company of 
lots of midges!) created two substantial drainage 
ditches (French drains) to fix a problem with water 
collecting in the car park at Threipmuir reservoir.

We are most grateful to Balerno Ramblers 
and to the staff from Scottish Widows for their 
contributions to our programme of work this year.
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Litter-picking
Malcolm Humphrey

206 volunteer hours

This year we have worked 206 hours and collected 149 bags of 
litter. The usual suspects are myself, Janet Clark, Norman Leslie, 
Iain Morrice, Christina Morrison, Margaret Patterson, John Surtees 
and Stewart Watton.  We traditionally litter-pick at Dreghorn and 
Bonaly on the first and third Tuesdays of each calendar month 
but this year we have picked Hillend instead of Dreghorn which is 
currently occupied by contractors doing work for the MOD.

At first Hillend yielded a lot 
of rubbish as it appeared 
not to have been cleared 
for a while, and on our 
second visit Janet and 
Stewart encountered a 
tailor’s dummy (see the 
photo nearby).

We regularly collect beer 
bottles and cans from 
Bonaly Country Park, 
plus cheap tents and 
aluminium foil barbecues.  
Any reasonable camping 
equipment is recycled to 
the Friends of the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

I would like to thank all the 
people who help with litter-
picking –  we can always 
do with more. And a special 
thanks to those members of 
the public who say a kind 
word to us while we are out 
picking.
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Gardening
May Le Sueur

150 volunteer hours (estimated)

It has been a good year in the garden, with the weather 
reasonably kind on Thursday mornings.

On one of our first meetings this year we gardeners were taught how 
to “weave willow” and between us managed to plant a willow tunnel.  
It was great fun  to do and is now growing very well.  Children love 
playing in it (and some adults too!)

Also at the beginning of the year, Andrew along with volunteers from 
the work squad helped by riddling a large amount of compost which 
was then spread and dug into the borders, giving them a much 
needed feed.

Most gardening days we all start off working on our own designated 
patch and then, if there is time, combine to work on other areas 
as necessary.  Neil cuts the grass, now with our own lawn-mower 
supplied by the Friends.  Norman takes care of the herb garden, 
which is flourishing, while Margaret, Frances, Sheila and May take 
care of the border areas. 

All the borders are doing well and we are adding more flowering 
plants not only to add colour and interest but to encourage more 
bees, butterflies and insects too.  Next year we hope to add more 
sensory plants to the raised bed in the middle of the garden.

Late in the autumn children 
from Woodlands School 
spread more compost on 
the borders which will act 
as a good winter mulch.

There are plans to get the 
pond cleaned out in the 
near future, which should 
allow clearer images from 
the newly installed camera 
to be transmitted to the 
Visitor Centre.
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Education
John Stirling

Tesco Bags of Help

The Bags of Help scheme offers community groups and projects 
in each of Tesco’s regions across the UK a share of revenue 
generated from the 5p charge levied on single-use carrier bags.

In 2016 we were fortunate to be one of three projects short listed for 
a public vote and were successful in receiving the top award for our 
area of £12,000.

The project was based in and around Harlaw wildlife garden and 
consisted of:

l The development of an orchard of 20 fruit trees
l A composting initiative 
l Construction of a willow tunnel and den within Harlaw Visitor   
 Centre wildlife garden
l Development of a wild flower meadow
l Design and construction of a dry-stone planter accessible to   
 persons in wheelchairs
l Interpretation facilities including a talking post.

The work was undertaken by P6 classes at Dean Park Primary 
School, Balerno, and Woodlands School, Currie, and by volunteers 
from Friends of the Pentlands and Balerno Ramblers and a 
corporate group from Scottish Widows.
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Woodlands School   
150 volunteer hours

We are now in our seventh year of assisting pupils of 
Woodlands School to obtain their John Muir Award.  A very 
diverse programme of work this year has included:

l Tidying up the area in and around the wildlife garden, including   
 lopping, collection of litter, drain and ditch clearing
l Designing a dry-stone planter suitable for persons in wheelchairs
l Planting and staking 20 fruit trees
l Erecting a fence round the new wildflower meadow
l Spreading of gravel, woodchip and compost.

The pupils are most hardworking and their contribution to our work is 
much appreciated.

Dean Park Primary School
40 volunteer hours  

This year our work with P6 classes at Dean Park Primary 
School featured a whole day spent at Harlaw wildlife garden 
and involved the planting of several hundred wildflower plants, 
sowing seed and investigating the area.

In the autumn term this year’s P6s have sown seeds of Primrose, 
Cowslip, Red Campion and Ox-eyed Daisy to help improve the 
meadow.

Path surveys
Margaret Granger

The Friends have some sixteen paths in the Pentland hills under scrutiny 
by volunteer path inspectors.  Reports from inspections provide input to the 
regular programme of work party maintenance – replacing signs, drainage, 
stone shoring, installing stiles, sleeper bridges and even bigger structures.
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Access for All and Walk with Wheels

120 volunteer hours (estimated)

The Access for All event on 25th and 26th May 2017 was blessed 
with glorious weather which contributed to the success of the 
event, organized with her usual panache by Esmee Yuille.  

On Thursday morning 13 pupils and 8 staff from Braidburn School 
and 10 pupils and staff from Woodlands School, accompanied by two 
Friends volunteers, went round Threipmuir and the Red Moss reserve. 
One pupil pushed her relator all the way round the boardwalk – “a wee 
star”.  All then adjourned to Balerno church hall for a sandwich lunch.

Over the two days we had 22 participants on scooters accompanied 
by 18 friends and relatives.  All had escorts wherever they chose to 
go and six participants were picked up and returned home by Friends 
volunteers.  Everyone including volunteers had sandwich lunches 
courtesy of Scotmid and were able to relax in the shade of a gazebo 
kindly lent by Balerno gala.

As always the Friends are grateful for the use of Harlaw Visitor Centre, 
to Andrew Barr for storing and recharging the scooters and to all who 
gave their time so willingly.

The Friends have been fortunate in 
receiving the donation of a mobility 
scooter from Sarah Beauregard, leader of 
Youth Vision at Threipmuir Steading.  This 
will enable us to take Esmee’s excellent 
work on Access for All to a new level.  
The initial plan for Walk with Wheels is to 
give persons who are otherwise unable 
to access the area an opportunity to visit 
Red Moss reserve and the bird hide at 
Bavelaw Marsh.  In 2018, from March to 
October, this opportunity will be offered 
one day a week, accompanied by a 
guide from the Friends who will also tell 
them something about the area.

Our new team leader, Iain Morrice, has 
agreed to organise the rota of guides and 
to take bookings.
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Conservation, Training & Quartermaster’s report
Ian Combe

Conservation

At Harlaw wildlife garden and meadow volunteers planted wild 
flowers inside a new protective fence, and twenty apple trees 
outside it.  The ditch next to the path from the carpark was cleared 
by cutting back weeds and overhanging trees.

Tree work included planting and/or ‘beating’ on the north bank of 
Harperrig reservoir and at the Long Plantation near Dreghorn and de-
tubing juniper bushes at Black Springs.   At all five arboretums the trees 
were ‘beaten up’ and bark placed round their base.  Carnwath and 
Harperrig arboretums continue to give some cause for concern.  The 
former site is very exposed and prone to flooding and the latter, also 
exposed, has suffered damage through pigs gaining access.  With luck 
the erection of 15 new posts to reset the fence will solve this problem.

Under the guidance of a Natural Heritage officer a work party thinned 
out a section of semi-natural woodland at Redford Wood to improve 
regeneration.  To mark the publication of Martyn Baguley’s Wildwood 
Legacy book 17 trees were planted by a local primary school close 
to the Donald Graham memorial seat.  Work parties also cut back the 
grass on paths at Boghall,  Silverburn and the Tytler memorial.

To reduce erosion, extra revetments were added to the bridge recently 
constructed by the park authorities in the Green Cleuch.

It was an exceptionally good year for the Pentlands kestrels, with 75 
chicks being taken and ringed from nest-boxes supplied by the Friends.

Five tons of red sandstone were acquired for the planter at Harlaw.

Thanks to our Secretary, the Friends have again been able to procure a substantial 
supply of reconditioned tools including spades, shovels and rakes, all in very good 
condition, supplied at no charge by HM Prison Saughton.

Stocks of sleepers, wood etc. have been replenished in preparation for forthcoming 
projects.  The Friends have received a substantial donation of kit including drill bits. 
And finally, all our first aid kits now contain a tick remover tool.

Quartermaster
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Tea and Cake Days
Alyson Patrick and Linda Stirling

456 volunteer hours

We have done very well again this year, with our 
four days at Harlaw raising a total of £1,348.00.  
Thanks go to all our volunteer bakers, especially 
Maggie Paterson and Helen Aitken who do most of 
the baking.

The money raised is well used, going towards 
conservation projects, purchasing wildflower plants 
and seeds, replacing trees in our arboreta and 
acquiring kestrel nest-boxes (constructed for us 

by the inmates at Saughton Prison).  The mobility scooter donated to 
the Friends required servicing and fitting with new batteries and we look 
forward to its launch in the Spring of 2018.

In 2018 the monies raised will go towards purchasing a moth trap and 
camera traps for the use of local schools.  Volunteers will also need 
training in their use.

Training

In March a trainer from Earth Calling initiated a group of Friends, 
along with Charlotte Neary from the Water of Leith Conservation 
Trust, into the mysteries of willow spiling to shore up an eroding 
bank on the Lyne Water at Baddinsgill.

Our work on building a raised planter at Harlaw 
was greatly assisted by our friends from the Dry 
Stone Walling Association.

The Friends again provided training to several 
corporate groups from Scottish Widows, notably in 
constructing compost bays at Harlaw and kissing 
gates and bridges at Mid-Crosswood.

A joint project is being considered with the Water 
of Leith Trust to install a sleeper bridge west of 
Harperrig to open up access towards the source of the Water of Leith.
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Pentland Post
David Syme

The Pentland Post newsletter is issued free of charge to members 
every May and October.  As editor my aim is to give an informal look at 
the activities of the Friends and what is going on in our hills.  To that end I 
welcome contributions from members who have observations and photos 
which would be of interest to others.  Please contact me at davidsyme@
hotmail.com with any thoughts about items for inclusion.
 
I am also responsible for the calendar.  The 2018 calendar (theme: 
Activities in the Pentlands) disappeared from the shelves of our retailers 
“like sna’ aff a dyke” and thanks are due to all members who sent in 
photos.  The excellent cover picture of a lone angler on Glencorse 
Reservoir by Bob Douglas set a high standard for others to follow.  The 
theme for 2019 will be “The Pentlands through the seasons”.  Please send 
photographs for inclusion to me as above.

Friends of the Pentlands people

3594 volunteer hours
Office  Chair John Surtees 
Bearers Vice-Chair  Hamish Clark 
 Treasurer Malcolm Patrick
 Secretary John Stirling     
 Membership Secretary Rod Greenwell

Other Board Allan Ainslie Planning officer
members  Margaret Granger Path surveys coordinator
 Neil Macaulay
 Donna Partridge 
 Caroline Sanderson (to February 2017)
 David Syme Editor
 Esmee Yuille (to December 2017)

Team Alyson Patrick  Tea & cakes
leaders Linda Stirling  Tea & cakes
 Esmee Yuille Gardening (to December 2017)
 Malcolm Humphrey Litter-picking
 Dennis Smith Volunteer coordinator & Annual Review
 Ian Combe Conservation, Training & Quartermaster
 Hamish Clark Work party planning & corporate liaison 
 John Surtees
 Iain Morrice
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2018 Programme

Further details including booking information and meeting place will be issued to 
members nearer the time.

Wednesday 21st March
Walk

Saturday 24th March
Tea and Cakes at Harlaw Centre, 10.00a.m to 4.00p.m.  
No booking required

Thursday 10th May
AGM at Merchiston Castle School, 7.00p.m. for 7.30p.m.
Tommy McManmon – A Ranger’s experiences in Knoydart

Thursday 24th May
Schools Access Day.
In 2018 the Friends will offer regular use of our mobility scooter in the vicinity of 
Harlaw Visitor Centre along with a guide.  Accordingly our traditional Access for All 
event will be replaced by a Schools Access Day for pupils from special schools.

Saturday 23rd June
Tea and Cakes at Harlaw Centre, 10.00a.m to 4. 00p.m. 
No booking required.
Walk in the area to observe birds, led by a member from the RSPB

Friday 10th – Monday 13th August 
Midlothian Walking Festival

September 
Tea and Cakes at Harlaw Centre (date to be confirmed)
10.00a.m to 4.00p.m.  
No booking required

Wednesday 10th October
Walk

October Tea and Cakes at Harlaw Centre (date to be confirmed) 
10.00a.m to 4. 00p.m.  
No booking required

Thursday 1st November
Talk at Merchiston Castle School, 7. 00p.m. for 7. 30p.m 
Dear wee hills by Ben Dolphin, President of Ramblers Scotland and a Countryside 
Ranger
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2018
Individual £9.00  Individual Life £135.00
Joint £16.00 Joint Life  £240.00
Corporate    £16.00 Groups  £16.00

Please enrol me/us as a member of the Friends of the Pentlands.

     

Name(s)

Address

Postcode    Tel. no.    
 
Date     Email 
  
I/we agree to support the purposes of Friends of the Pentlands.
I/we am/are over 16 years of age.

  Signature(s)

Should you wish to add a donation to your subscription, however modest, 
that would be very much appreciated.
(Please make cheques payable to 
Friends of the Pentlands).

I am a UK taxpayer: please provide me with a Gift Aid Declaration.
(Please put a cross in box if not applicable).

I wish to actively participate in project works in the Pentland Hills.
(Please put a cross in box if not applicable).

Please return this form to:
Rod Greenwell
Membership Secretary, 
Friends of the Pentlands
4 Dovecot Park
Edinburgh EH14 2LN

I enclose the 
following payment £

(Please 
tick box)

(Please 
tick box)
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The Friends of the Pentlands is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SC035514)


