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The Friends of the Pentlands is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(SC035514) which exists:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To protect and enhance the natural beauty and upland character of the
Pentland Hills, its waters and surrounding countryside
To protect and enhance the cultural heritage and public amenities of the area
To promote the quality of life of those who live and work here
To carry out environmental projects that enhance public access and
biodiversity
To encourage high standards of design in new works undertaken in the area
To provide an annual programme of activities including walks, talks, etc.
To promote appropriate planning policies
To stimulate public involvement by means of publications, exhibitions,
appeals, etc.
To co-operate with other bodies active in the area

For more information see our website at www.pentlandfriends.org.uk

Chair’s Foreword - John Surtees
In reading this review I hope you will agree that the Friends have enjoyed another
most successful year, with much achieved.
One of the stand-out features in 2016 has been the reaching out by the Friends
to work collaboratively with others on a wide range of issues, in particular with
younger people. The review highlights the continued work with schools such as
Dean Park School, Woodlands and Braidburn. We have also teamed up with
organisations larger than ourselves such as the Water of Leith Trust and Lloyds
Banking Group to carry out significant path improvements in the hills.
You will see too that working with schools entered a new phase towards the
end of the year with the creation of a significant long term Juniper project.  If
successful, this will result in the planting out of several hundred juniper trees in
the Pentlands in years to come.
The year has also seen our close working relationship with Edinburgh City
Council’s Natural Heritage Service (formerly Pentland Hills Regional Park
Rangers) developed across a broad spectrum of activities in the Regional Park.  
New skills have been learnt with a drystane walling course for members which
was immediately put into good effect at Baddinsgill and a couple of other locations
in the Regional Park.
All of this has progressed alongside a whole range of ‘business as usual’ activities
such as path maintenance, litter picking, wildlife garden maintenance, the Access
for All event, fund raising via our tea and cakes days and book sales. We have
created a Facebook page this year and developed a new website as well as
publishing two issues of the Pentland Post.
Our AGM continues to be well supported with more than 40 members attending
in May this year. At that meeting Mike White stood down from the board as
Chairman and trustee with yours truly taking over this role. Mike was a founder
member and his substantial contribution to the Friends is very much appreciated.
We have enjoyed three most informative speakers in 2016:
David Adamson - Bumblebees of Edinburgh and the Pentlands in February;
Charlie Cumming, CEO of Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust - The
Pentland Paths Project and the work of the EGLT at our AGM;
Hamish Martin of the Secret Herb Garden - Secret Herb Garden, Pentland Hills
and herb plants in November.
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On the walking front there were a number of walks with the main feature being the
‘Pentland Way Inaugural Walks’ which took place over three separate days during
June with a typical mix of Pentland Hills weather!
As in previous years many volunteers have given most freely and generously
of their time to help the Friends to achieve their aims and objectives. Keeping
things ticking over smoothly requires a good deal of unseen administration, some
patience and a touch of good humour.
To each and every member who has given their support, a very big thank you
and also to the members of the board and team leaders who have all worked so
admirably. Finally I must thank Dennis Smith for so ably organising the review
once more.
Acknowledgements
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Scottish National Heritage
Scotways
Swanston Farm
The South East Scotland Branch of the Dry Stone Walling Association
Tesco – Bags of Help Initiative
Water of Leith Trust
The Woodland Trust
Woodlands School
The City of Edinburgh, Midlothian, Scottish Borders, South Lanarkshire and West
Lothian Councils and all the land owners and land managers of the Pentland Hills
for their support.
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Lt. Col. R.H. (Bob) Paterson OBE – John Surtees
The year has ended on a very sad note with
the passing of Bob Paterson in December.
Bob was a founder member of Friends of
the Pentlands and its Secretary from its
inception until he stood down in 2012. His
unstinting efforts were instrumental in the
Friends’ development and his keen eye for
detail ensured exemplary administration,
notably during the introduction
of the new Constitution in 2012.
Bob also had a passion for all things
gardening and this was a key ingredient
in the Friends’ involvement with the creation
of the wild life garden at the Harlaw Visitor Centre. There he could be found on a
regular basis leading his dedicated team of gardeners. His knowledge of
gardening matters made him the obvious source for members seeking advice.
For many years Bob was also a regular member of the work teams undertaking
all manner of practical tasks.
In spite of his many competing interests Bob found time to write a book The
Pentland Way: a walk with history, published in 2015. Well researched, written
and received, it continues to sell. With typical generosity Bob insisted that all
the profits should come to the Friends.
Bob’s longstanding love of the Pentland Hills had its roots in his boyhood and
he was a keen advocate of working closely with like-minded organisations to
protect the hills. His friendship, humour and keenness will be greatly missed.
The Friends and the hills have lost a true friend and our thoughts are with Bob’s
wife Maggie and their family at this sad time.
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Treasurer’s report – Malcolm Patrick
Once again I look into my crystal ball and give a prediction of how our finances
might end up come 31st December which may or may not turn out to be accurate.
Last year showed a surplus of £3,538 which was better than budget. This year I
am anticipating a surplus of around £1,500 although we did budget for a modest
deficit.
Our membership income including Gift Aid remains stable and our Tea & Cakes
days raised £1,538 which was almost identical to last year’s record of £1,524.
Sales of The Pentland Way: a walk with history have gone extremely well with
total sales to date in excess of £4,400 against a production cost of £2,812.  Next
year will see us producing a further book Wildwood legacy which I am confident
will prove to be equally successful. Sales of our calendars this year look likely
once again to result in a healthy surplus.
Our administration costs show a modest increase and look to be pretty well within
budget. Our project costs are down by over £5,000: the only grant received
during the year was £250 from the Clemence Charitable Trust for which we are
extremely grateful. Next year looks like being considerably busier with the Harlaw
Project going ahead funded by a grant from Tesco.
I am therefore pleased to report that our finances are in good shape and that we
can look forward to another busy and successful year.
Membership Secretary’s report – Rod Greenwell
This is the fifth Membership Review of the Friends of the Pentlands under its new
SCIO constitution.
Over the last few years membership of the Friends of the Pentlands has remained
stable. Figures for the last four years are shown below.
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FoP also have seven Group and six Corporate members.
I am pleased to report that we have maintained our levels of membership.
Several members failed to renew in June this year but the organisation recruited
an equivalent number of new applications through their presence at ‘Art in the
Park’ at Colinton in September. Other new applicants are attracted through the
membership page at the back of the Annual Review.  FoP are always pleased to
welcome new corporate groups keen to run team-building and group activities by
participating in work parties in the Pentland Hills.
We hope that FoP’s wide range of activities will maintain their attraction in 2017,
bringing in new members and stimulating individuals and corporate groups to help
in our work of preserving and enhancing the Pentlands for the benefit of all.
Access for All – Esmee Yuille
204 volunteer hours
In statistics, we had 21 participants assisted by 17 volunteers using 14 scooters
and arranged 8 pick-ups by car; one school sent 8 pupils accompanied by 6 staff.
On both days the weather was wet and misty and none too warm. Despite this
everyone turned up apart from one couple who were held up on the bypass and a
lady who got lost in the mist!   Everyone had an escort and everyone went round
the reservoir at Harlaw at least, with some venturing as far as the Red Moss of
Balerno and Bavelaw bird hide.
Not one moan was heard about the inclement weather from either volunteers
or participants.  The ‘spirit of Dunkirk’ is perhaps an exaggeration but did come
to mind when the wind got up. We were lucky to have the use of Harlaw Visitor
Centre for hot drinks and sandwich lunches, courtesy of the Co-op. Despite being
pushed for space there was a lot of laughing and chat. Braidburn School did have
to cut short their trip to the Moss but still enjoyed their lunch, particularly chocolate
biscuits at the Church Hall.
We were very grateful to have the use of a barn at Harlaw farm to store the scooters overnight and a lot of assistance from the farmer, Andrew Barr, with recharging scooters. Some volunteers had great fun fetching the scooters to and from the
car park. As one of our chauffeurs said, her friends had such an enjoyable day
and ‘it is such a good idea’.  To quote one three times attender, ‘we will certainly
be back next year’.
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Work parties – Dennis Smith
1,772 volunteer hours
The creation of the Pentland Way was
one of FoP’s main projects in 2014 and
2015 and work continued into 2016. With
help from the South-East Scotland Branch
of the Dry Stone Walling Association we
constructed a handsome stone plinth at
Swanston to display a map marking the
Way’s eastern terminus.  But our main
effort went into the stretch of the Way that
runs from Allermuir round the west side
of Castlelaw down into Glencorse (now
officially christened the
Kirk Burn path). This is a quiet route with splendid views over Glencorse, but
infamously boggy – one of our volunteers commented that you really need a
scuba-diving outfit to tackle it.  So our aim was to make it more accessible by
digging new ditches, installing pipe drains and – above all – installing eleven
wooden crossings.
The year saw two other interesting engineering projects. In a joint effort with the
Water of Leith Conservation Trust we raised funds and organised the replacement
of a collapsed bridge in Poet’s Glen, an important link route from the Water of
Leith to the hills. The actual bridge was built by professionals but a joint team of
volunteers manhandled materials to an awkward site – not least three redundant
telegraph poles – and subsequently repaired the approach steps and railings.
On the banks of the Lyne Water south of Baddinsgill we first worked with
members of the DSWA to repair a collapsing dyke and then restored the adjacent
path by constructing stone-filled gabions (wire baskets) topped off with earth.
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Other one-off jobs included the installation of a board at the Tytler Memorial giving
information on the multi-talented Tytler family and their now-vanished home at
Woodhouselee.  The bird-hide at North Esk reservoir received a bit of tender
loving care and we improved the viewing experience at several points in the
Pentlands by installing ‘perches’ – simple wooden seats to rest your weary limbs.
All this was in addition to our routine but essential work of clearing drains,
repairing paths, ‘beating-up’ recently planted trees and hedges, scything grass,
lopping back overgrowth at carparks, and much more.
Litter-picking – Malcolm Humphrey
137 volunteer hours
So far this year we have collected 131 bags of litter during 137 hours of work,
picking at Dreghorn and Bonaly on the first and third Tuesdays of every month.
At Dreghorn there used to be many problems due to the dumping of trade waste,
but we were able to reduce these by the judicious placing of large boulders and
erecting a tall fence.  Nowadays the usual litter consists of empty containers
deposited by Costa Coffee drinkers and McDonald’s diners.  My greatest personal
surprise here was finding a fawn at my feet while checking for litter.
Bonaly Country Park regularly supplies us with numerous empty beer bottles and
cans, cheap tents and aluminium foil barbecues.
I would like to thank the usual suspects who help with litter-picking –  Janet Clark,
Norman Leslie, Christina Morrison, Stewart Watton and David Pritchard – and
also those members of the public who say a kind word to us while we are picking.
Special thanks to David Pritchard who led the litter-picking team until October this
year.
We can always do with more volunteers and we have some ideas to develop and
publicise our work over the coming year.
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Gardening – Esmee Yuille
165 volunteer hours
The hard work and enthusiasm of our team of
eight gardeners is certainly showing results, with
all areas of the garden looking attractive and well
cared for, shown off by the regularly cut grass.
The border under the flagpole has had some
judicious pruning to let it be seen at its best. The
nectar border has been very colourful this year
with the honeysuckle thriving. We are hoping to
do a lot of refurbishment on this border next year
to give greater variety and more colourful and
bee-friendly plants.
With some hard digging from one of the work
squad the middle border in front of the coppiced
area has been cleared of grasses, roots and
weeds.
This is a work-in-progress with many bee-friendly flowers still to be added.  
Ox-eye daisies and tansy from the sensory bed have been moved here and the
daffodils have been moved to the corner behind the willow seat. The bluebell
bulbs have been carefully collected to be replanted for next Spring.
The herb border has been extensively stocked with plants from the Secret Herb
Garden and by next year should be a lovely tapestry of colours. We are hoping
to source attractive weather proof name plates for this border. The borders under
and round the trees are also well cared for with a display of foxgloves and wild
orchids amongst other plants. The raised sensory border has also been well
stocked from the Secret Herb Garden and by next year it should form a tapestry
of touch and smell.
The work squad have improved the paths to
the compost heaps, increasing
access and helping to demonstrate how this
valuable resource should be used.
As team leader my thanks go to all the team
for their support, hard work and enthusiasm.
After 17 sessions in 2016 we are now ‘on
leave’ until next April.
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Outreach: Juniper project – John Stirling
30 volunteer hours
The Juniper is one of the three native British conifers and a UK Biodiversity
Action Plan priority species. In Scotland generally junipers are in decline due to
over-grazing and an ageing plant source. The main population in the Edinburgh
area is in the Pentlands.
The regeneration programme in Edinburgh has involved the propagation of
cuttings and the Friends
previously assisted the Natural
Heritage Service to plant out over
1,000 propagated cuttings.
Unfortunately this batch hit a
problem and we were asked to
assist again. So we enrolled
the assistance of several local
schools – Dean Park Primary
(Balerno), Braidburn School,
St Joseph’s Primary, St Mathew’s
School (Rosewell) and
Woodlands School (Currie).
Volunteers John and Linda
Stirling, John and Carol Surtees,
Esmee Yuille, May LeSueur and Donna and Victor Partridge visited the schools
and helped the pupils to take cuttings and pot them up in planters. Come spring,
the successful cuttings will be transplanted into individual pots and placed in cold
frames, prepared as flat packs at Saughton Prison for construction by the pupils.
The final stage should be reached in two years’ time when the pupils will plant
them out in the Pentlands. Those now in Primary 6 will be invited back to see
the completion of their project when they are in senior school. The Friends of the
Pentlands met the costs of materials and volunteer training from monies raised
via our Tea and Cakes Days.
Outreach: Woodlands School, John Muir Award – Linda Stirling
75 volunteer hours
Woodlands School in Currie is a Special School where the FoP are now in
their fourth year of assisting pupils to obtain their John Muir Award.  The pupils
undertake conservation tasks like building bird nesting boxes and bug hotels,
cutting back undergrowth, weeding and clearing fire-pits and reseeding.
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This year they have taken part in our Juniper Project, taking cuttings and
looking after them till they are ready to be planted out on the hills. In November
the group tidied up the compost area in Harlaw wildlife garden and laid old ski
matting topped off with a ton of aggregate.
They are only with us for 1.5 hours each week but it is amazing what gets done.
In 2017 they will be building a dry-stone planter at Harlaw specifically for young
people in wheelchairs. Our work is much appreciated by Woodlands staff and
pupils.
In addition, pupils from Dean Park Primary School (Balerno) helped to construct
32 nesting boxes and site them near the school and along the Water of Leith
walkway.
Tea and Cake Days – Linda Stirling and Alyson Patrick
236 volunteer hours plus 343 hours of preparation
This year we raised £1537.75 over the four Tea and Cake Days at Harlaw,
slightly up on last year. This has helped to fund the bird-boxes for Dean Park
Primary School and kestrel boxes for various locations around the hills, as well
as the Juniper Project with local schools.
Our group of 16 volunteers all take a turn at helping out on the day and contribute
baking, and we thank them for their efforts. It would not be possible to raise such
a fantastic sum without the contribution made by Maggie Paterson and Helen
Aitken whose baking, soup and sausage pies are enormously popular.
Pentland Post – David Syme
The Pentland Post is a 12-page magazine presented to members in May and
October each year, aiming to reflect the interests of members with articles and
photographs in a light-hearted style. Every issue contains a guest editorial
entitled ‘The View from Scald Law’.  In October this featured the thoughts of our
outgoing and incoming Chairs.
The editor welcomes contributions on any topic related to the Pentland Hills. If
you have a story to share, please send it to davidsyme@hotmail.com or by post
to David Syme, 14/10 Pinkhill Park, Edinburgh EH12 7FA.
The 2018 calendar will have as its theme ‘Activities in the Pentlands’.  Members
are requested to submit suitable photographs to David Syme by 1 August 2017.
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Liaison – Hamish Clark
Balerno Ramblers
137 volunteer hours
Balerno Ramblers continued to work with FoP on one workday each month.  
Typically four or five Ramblers joined us each month, working this year on
tree planting and care, path maintenance and improvement and bird-hide
maintenance.  Balerno Ramblers also made a significant financial contribution
to the replacement of the Poet’s Glen bridge by means of a path improvement
grant from Ramblers GB.  (These projects are described in more detail in the
Work Parties section.) Our thanks go to the small dedicated team of Balerno
Ramblers for their sustained and much appreciated help.
Scottish Widows
160 volunteer hours
Through their ‘Day to Make a Difference’ scheme 26 volunteers from a section
of Scottish Widows worked with FoP across four days on the Kirk Burn path and
the stabilisation of the bank at Baddinsgill. On the Kirk Burn path they carried
in materials, constructed wooden crossings, dug drainage ditches and laid
aggregate surfaces. The volunteers at Baddinsgill carried in materials, secured
and filled gabion baskets and laid a mixture of stone and turf to create a new path
surface over the baskets. We much appreciated their enthusiasm and hard work
on jobs far removed from their normal duties and we enjoyed their good company.
Conservation, Training and Quartermaster’s report – Ian Combe
Conservation
The general maintenance of the five arboretums is ongoing.  Despite strong
winds most trees continue to thrive: holly and juniper trees had to be replaced at
Silverburn and the impact of pigs is still being monitored at Harperrig.
We continued our regular beating of the beech hedge on the north border of
Swanston Golf Club, the numerous trees in the Long Plantation stretching down
to Dreghorn and also those up towards Donald Graham’s stell.  We carried out
scything, strimming and lopping at various sites, including several arboretums and
carparks, the Tytler Monument, access routes to Poet’s Glen and the
Penicuik-Silverburn path.
At the Harlaw Reservoir we removed fire-pits to discourage campers and
planted rowan saplings below one prominent kestrel nesting site to act as a
further deterrent. Eight similar nest-boxes have been placed throughout the hills.
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At Bavelaw bird-hide there have been several sightings of an osprey. A large
number of trees – oak, alder, silver birch and sweet chestnut – were planted on
the slopes of White Hill, some with the assistance of volunteers from Tiphereth
Edinburgh.
Training
Eight volunteers enjoyed a two-day course organised by the South-East Scotland
Branch of the Dry Stone Walling Association, enabling us to repair a section of
wall bordering the Lyne Water south of Baddinsgill. John Surtees subsequently
introduced us to the use of stone-filled gabion baskets to repair the path at the
same site.
All team leaders attended a very good First Aid course given by Derek McNaught.
FoP again provided training to several groups of volunteers from Scottish Widows
and we ourselves benefitted from working in partnership with the Water of Leith
Conservation Trust on the bridge reconstruction in Poet’s Glen.
Quartermaster
We took possession of several redundant sections
of Hillend ski slope which we hope to use in
reconstructing particularly boggy sections of paths,
including one corner of the Harlaw wildlife garden.
Through the good offices of Bill Lang we acquired
three large telegraph poles which now form the
base of the new Poet’s Glen bridge.
The purchase of an additional Austrian scythe, two
sickles, a post holder and a maul has enhanced our
stock of tools, whose storage and retrieval is much
improved by a solar panel installed on the roof of
the Hillend steading to provide decent lighting in
the tool room.
Path surveys – Margaret Granger
FoP organise regular surveys of sixteen paths in the Pentland hills, some inside
the Regional Park and others outside.  Some form part of our regular programme
of path maintenance, while others are walked once a year (which helps to confirm
the status of rights of way), with repair work requested as necessary
.
Over the past year extra waymarking arrows have been added on various paths
and a new post installed in a particularly remote part of the south-west Pentlands.
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Friends of the Pentlands people
2,916 volunteer hours
Office Bearers

John Surtees
Chair
Mike White 		
Chairman
Hamish Clark
Vice-Chair
John Stirling
Vice-Chairman
		Malcolm Patrick Treasurer
John Stirling
Secretary
Rod Greenwell Membership Secretary
		

(from 12th May 2016)
(until 12th May 2016)
(from 22nd June 2016 )
(until 22nd June 2016 )

Other Board Members
Allan Ainslie
Hamish Clark		
Margaret Granger
Neil Macaulay
Donna Partridge
Caroline Sanderson
David Syme		
Esmee Yuille		
Team leaders
Alyson Patrick
& Linda Stirling
Esmee Yuille		
Dennis Smith
Ian Combe		
Hamish Clark
John Surtees

Planning Officer
Path Surveys Co-ordinator

Editor
Minute Secretary, Events Organiser, Access for All

Tea and Cakes Days
Gardening
Work Day Co-ordinator and Annual Review
Conservation, Training and Quartermaster
Balerno Ramblers and Corporate Liaison

Subscriptions for 2017
Individual
Family 		
Corporate

			

£9.00 			
£16.00 			
£16.00 			

Individual Life 		
Family Life 		
Group 		

£135.00
£240.00
£16.00

To recieve an application form, or further information, please contact:
Rod Greenwell,
Membership Secretary, Friends of the Pentlands
4 Dovecot Park,
Edinburgh, EH14 2LN
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